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Club 7 Jazz Band – Biography 
 


Michael Almich, the founder and leader of the Club 7 Jazz Band, has been surrounded by 
traditional jazz music since the age of twelve and has always had a dream of performing this style 
of music for a living. His love for the classics has pushed him to excel in an instrument that is not 
prominent in the Jazz community today – the Clarinet. Under the influence of such greats as Benny 
Goodman, Artie Shaw, Pete Fountain, Woody Herman, and Bob Draga, Michael and his quartet 
have captured the sound of the 1920s, 30s, and 40s, and made it their own.  


As a bandleader, Michael is relatively new to the traditional jazz circuit; however, in years 
of performance, he is one of the very experienced. He made his mark at jazz festivals when he 
performed with the Oregon Coast Lab Band (1996 – 2001) all the while spending quality time 
‘battling it out’ on stage with renowned Clarinetist Bob Draga of Titan Hot 7.  


In 2001, Michael entered the University of Oregon, where he studied under world-renown 
Clarinet performer and professor, Dr. Wayne Bennett. Dr. Bennett took Michael under his wing and 
taught him the rudiments of clarinet performance, musicianship, and personal excellence. Michael, 
in those four years, found a real passion for classical performance, which provided a great technical 
foundation for his jazz musicality and performance. In 2005, Michael graduated with a Bachelor of 
Music Degree in Clarinet Performance. 


While studying at the University of Oregon, Michael also actively enrolled in the school's 
Jazz Studies program under Mr. Steve Owen. For three years Michael played Tenor Sax in the lab 
bands and played his clarinet in many small combos. It was here that Michael met two phenomenal 
musicians – Dorian Crow (bass) and Easton Stuard (piano). Dorian and Easton, eager to perform all 
styles of music, soon became part of the rhythm section for Club 7. Rounding out the rhythm 
section is Kyle Owen (drums) whom Michael had first met in high school.  


Dorian Crow has since graduated from the University of Oregon (2007) with a degree in 
Jazz Studies and performs regularly in Eugene and with the Rogue Valley Symphony Orchestra; 
Easton Stuard also graduated with a Jazz Studies degree (2006) and is currently studying toward his 
Master Degree in Music Education at Northern Iowa University. Kyle Owen is a first year student at 
Portland State University in the Jazz Studies program.  


In 2004, the Club 7 Jazz Band began performing locally at music school events and college 
dances, and in Eugene; but soon found themselves traveling all over Oregon, including Coos Bay, 
Medford, Bend, Sisters, and Portland, performing mainly at Traditional Jazz Festivals. The band has 
also performed at the Sacramento Jazz Jubilee (2007) where they developed a nice following and 
were well received by the crowds  


In late 2007, the band added Jessica Owen, Kyle’s sister, as vocalist. She lives in Olympia, 
WA and works as a youth counselor and performs with the band by request of the concert presenter.  


Club 7 is quickly making a name for itself as one of the premiere jazz ensembles of this 
generation. It has been written, "Club 7 embodies the spirit and love of Traditional Jazz, but brings 
their own influence and style to make the music their own." On their first CD, “A Closer Walk,” 
the band has captured the sound of the 30s and 40’s, an indication that they refuse to let that music 
become a memory. In January 2008, the band recorded their second CD, “Shine,” expanding their 
musical presentation.  


In 2008, Club 7 Jazz Band’s schedule includes Jazz Festivals [Orange County (CA) Classic 
Jazz Festival, Medford (OR) Jazz Festival, Ocean Shores (WA) Dixieland Jazz Festival], several 
swing dances in Portland, private concerts and events, and several fundraising events.  
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To All of the Musically Minded: 
 


 Club 7 Jazz Band is this generation’s answer to the call for the continuation of traditional jazz music.  These four 


college-age musicians come from different locations along the West Coast and through their diverse musical influences, 


have developed a unique style while maintaining the essence of traditional jazz.  


  


 “It is nice to see musicians that started out as youth players in the youth jazz programs now 
working professionally!  Club 7 Jazz Band understands the importance of a great jazz program and 
also understands the concept of being both musical and entertaining!  I wouldn’t hesitate to 
recommend Club 7 Jazz Band for any jazz festival!” 


Bob Draga, Titan Hot 7 Clarinetist  
 


 
 “To whom it may concern: Club 7 has been a regular at the 
Medford Jazz Jubilee since 2004 and will appear again in October of 
2008. They get a great sound out of a small group and are a versatile 
crowd pleaser. Michael and the group’s repertoire may include more, 
but I can personally vouch for their excellence with hot jazz and 
inspirational standards as well as the more modern cool jazz 
reminiscent of Brubeck and others. Club 7 would be a credit to any 
festival, party or event.”  


  Jim DeMont - Vice President - Medford Jazz Jubilee 
 


  


 


 “Many dancers are familiar with this group when they’ve heard them play at several different 
Dixieland Jazz Festivals. I’ve always been impressed with the group, and lately I’ve been very 
impressed with how they cater to swing dancers. The group’s leader Michael Almich is truly dedicated 
to the music and keeping the style alive. His skills on clarinet have led the group to win the acclaim of 
many audiences and establish the group as one of the premiere jazz ensembles of this generation.” 


Russell Conrad Bruner – Swingout.net  
  


Club 7 Jazz Band is intent on making an impact on the world of Traditional Jazz while at the same time inspiring others to 


join in the effort to keep the music alive.  Club 7 is very interested in performing anywhere, everywhere, and as often as 


they can.  This year their travels will lead them to the several community Summer festivals, Medford (OR) Jazz Jubilee, 


Ocean Shores (WA) Dixieland Festival, and Orange County (CA) Classic Jazz Festival.  In the past, the band has performed 


at the South Coast (Coos Bay, OR) Dixieland Festival, the Sisters (OR) Jazz Jubilee, and the Sacramento (CA) Jazz Jubilee.  


 Having sold numerous copies of its first CD, A Closer Walk (2005), the Club 7 Jazz Band is proud to announce the 


release of their second album, Shine (2008).  


 Club 7 Jazz Band is one band that no one will want to miss! 


 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
 
Michael Almich - Clarinetist/Band Leader 








Michael Alan Almich 
Club 7 Jazz Band 


3943 Virginia Ave., Springfield, OR 97478 
(541) 510-3213, Club7JazzBand@Gmail.com 


 
College Information Admission: University of Oregon School of Music, emphasis in Classical 


Performance and Jazz Studies 
 Degree: Bachelor of Music – Clarinet Performance  June 2005 
 
Scholarship University of Oregon Eugene, OR 
       Graduation – 6/11/2005 G.P.A. 3.72 


 
 Bandon High School Bandon, OR 
 Graduated 2001 
 Arion Award 2001 
 State Solo Finalist 2000, 2001 


 
Private Studies  University of Oregon  Eugene, OR 


 Clarinet Performance Dr. Wayne Bennett  2002 – 2005  
 Clarinet Performance Dr. Dan Mitchum, GTF  2001 – 2002 
 Chamber Performance Dr. Steve Vacchi  2003 – 2005 
 Jazz Studies Prof. Steve Owens  2001 – 2004 


 
  Bandon Area 
 Clarinet Instruction  Mr. Matt Utal  1995 – 2001 
  (33 Years with Les Brown Band of Renown – Lead Alto Sax; Clarinet; 
      6 Years NBC Studio Orchestra, Burbank, CA) 
 Music Theory Mr. Ray Wolff  1998 – 2000  
 Oregon Coast Lab Band Program – Youth Music   1996 – 2001 
  (Over 300 public performances; Assistant Director and featured soloist) 
 
Post-Graduate   Guest Performances: 
 Grant Johnson Memorial Concert (Lebanon, OR)  May 2008, 2009 
  Residency: working with high school Jazz Bands I & II  
 Britt Festival Fundraiser – Red Lion (Medford, OR)  February 2007 
 “An Evening Of Classics”    July 2004 
 
  Public Concerts – Club 7 Jazz Band   
 Medford (OR) Jazz Jubilee  Oct 2004- 2008 


 Sisters (OR) Jazz Festival  Sept 2004- 2007 
 Coos Bay (OR) Clam Bake  March 2006 
 Oregon Coast Music Festival  July 2006 
 Sacramento (CA) Jazz Jubilee  May 2007 
 Orange County (CA) – Classic Jazz Festival August 2008, 2009 
 Ocean Shores (WA) Dixieland Jazz Festival November 2008 
 


 Other concerts    June 2000 –present 
  Concerts for community fundraisers – self-initiated 
  Club 7 Jazz Band – Private Concerts 
  Club 7 Jazz Band – Dances, Balls, and Receptions 
 “Dixieland in Bandon”  June 2004 
  Residency: Club 7 Jazz Band held a Master Class for local school students 
 “Back Home Again in Bandon”   January 2008 
   


Employment COSTCO, Supervisor/Floor 2005 – Present  
 Professional Jazz Musician 2001 – Present 
 Private Clarinet/Music Theory Instructor 2000 – Present 


 ‘A’ Level Golf Caddie, Bandon Dunes Golf Resort Summer 2003, 2004 





